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In the Claims: 




1 . (Amended) An input device, comprising: 



a^plurality of function switches each provided corresponding to a plurality of 
electronic ctevices for selecting one of these devices by manual operation; 

a controller unit for controlling the electronic devices; 

a first warrong unit for generating warning signals for informing an operator of the 
function switches ora mistaken action on the function switches; and 

a mistake counter means for monitoring the manual operation on the function 
switches to count and store the number of mistakes on each of the function switches, 

wherein the mistake counter means determines, when within a predetermined 
period of time after any one of The function switches has been manually operated 
another function switch is manualty operated, that the preceding manual operation of 
the function switch is a mistake, anel increments the counted number of mistakes by 
counting the preceding manual operation of the function switch as a mistake; and 

wherein the controller unit instruct^ the first warning unit to generate the warning 
signals when the counted number of mistakes reaches a predetermined threshold 
number. \ 



2. (Amended) An input device according to claim 1 , wherein the controller 
unit allows the electronic device selected by a functionSswitch manually operated in the 
first action to be replaced with another device assigned to any of the other function 
switches after generating the warning signals. \ 

3. (Amended) An input device, comprising: \ 
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a plurality of function switches each provided corresponding to a plurality of 
electronic devices for selecting one of the devices by manual operation; 

a controllerNjnit for controlling the electronic devices; and 

a mistake counW means for monitoring the manual operation on the function 
switches to count and stork the number of mistakes for each of the function switches, 

wherein the mistake couhJer means determines, when within a predetermined 
period of time after any one of theNiinction switches has been manually operated 
another function switch is manually operated, that the preceding manual operation of 
the function switch is a mistake, and increments the counted number of mistakes by 
counting the preceding manual operation orf the function switch as a mistake; and 



wherein the controller unit replaces the^ssigned electronic device selected by 
the function switch operated in the preceding marvgal action with another electronic 
device selected by any of the other function switche§\when the counted number of 
mistakes reaches a predetermined threshold number. 



9. (Amended) An input device, comprising: 

a plurality of function switches each provided corresponding to a plurality of 
electronic devices for selecKng one of these devices by manual operation; 

a manual operating pad rnanually manipulatable in two or more directions for 
selecting a functionality of each electronic device by the operating direction; 



a controller unit for instructing 
each electronic device; 



ach electronic device to execute the function of 



a first warning unit for generating warning signals for informing an operator of the 
manual operating pad of a mistaken action on tnk manual operating pad; and 



3 



a mistake counter means for monitoring the manual operation on the manual 
operating" pad lay the operator to count and store the number of mistakes in each 
operating direction of the manual operating pad, 

wherein the mistake counter means determines, when within a predetermined 
period of time after \ne manual operating pad has been manually operated in another 
operating direction, that the preceding manual operation of the manual operating pad is 
a mistake, and increments the counted number of mistakes by counting the preceding 
manual operation of the manual operating pad as a mistake; and 

the controller unit instructs the first warning unit to generate the warning signals 
when the counted number of mistakes reaches a predetermined threshold number. 

10. (Amended) An inpurdevice according to claim 9, wherein the assignment 
of the electronic device selected by\he preceding manual action to an operating 
direction can be swapped with another assignment of another device selected in 
another operating direction by means of the controller unit after generating the warning 
signals. \ 

1 1 . (Amended) An input device, comprising: 

a plurality of function switches each provided corresponding to a plurality of 
electronic devices for selecting one of the devices oy manual operation; 

a manual operating pad manually manipulatableJn two or more directions for 
selecting a functionality of each electronic device by the\)perating direction; 

a controller unit for instructing each electronic device\o execute the function of 
each electronic device; and \ 
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a mistake counter means for monitoring the manual operation on the manual 
operating padsby the operator to count and store the number of mistakes in each 
operating direction of the manual operating pad, 

wherein the mi^ke counter means determines, when within a predetermined 
period of time after the manual operating pad has been manually operated in another 
operating direction, that theSpreceding manual operation of the manual operating pad is 
a mistake, and increments theveounted number of mistakes by counting the preceding 
manual operation of the manual Generating pad as a mistake; and 

the controller unit replaces thetfunction of the electronic device selected by the 
operating direction in a preceding manual action of the manual operating pad with 
another function of the electronic device selected in any of the other operating directions 
when the counted number of mistakes reacn^sa predetermined threshold number. 

Please add new claims 17-20 as follows: 

-17. (Newmn input device according to claim 1 , wherein the first warning unit 
is any one of a displaysjievice, an audio output device, a ringing device, and a light 
emitting device.- 
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-18. (New) An input device according to claim 4, wherein either the first 
warning unit or the second warning\jnit, or both the first warning unit and the second 
warning unit, are any one of a display\evice, an audio output device, a ringing device, 
and a light emitting device.- 



-19. (New) An input device according to claim 9, wherein the first warning unit 
is a vibrator device incorporated in any one of a display device, an audio output device, 
a ringing device, and a light emitting device. - 
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